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All persons are by nature free and independent, and have certain natural and unalienable rights, among which are those of 
enjoying and defending life and liberty, of acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, and of pursuing and obtaining safety 
-- Article 1, Section 1, New Jersey State Constitution 


and happiness. 


Survivalists and other self- 
described ‘preppers’ say they 
were ready for COVID-19 
By Jonathan Bullington 

SOMERSET, Ky. — _ Josh 
Sutton saw this coming months ago. 

And Sutton was ready for it. 

He already had a year’s worth 
of food, tomatoes and beans picked 
from his garden and canned in mason 
jars, along with MREs made for combat 
troops. 

He already owned a box of 
surgical masks and gloves. 

Sutton, 25, is a father, an 
independent contractor and a self- 
described "prepper," one of 700-plus 
members of the private Facebook group 
Kentucky Preppers Network. "Preppers" 
believe a catastrophic disaster or 
emergency is likely and prepare for it. 

Turns out they were right. 

Sutton and others like him 
were stocked up on supplies well before 
people rushed to strip store aisles bare 
of toilet paper, guns and bread flour. 

He and his fellow preppers 
have been called survivalists, hoarders, 
conspiracy theorists living in remote 
bunkers waiting for the world to end. 

But this isn’t the time to be 
smug toward those who derided them, 
Sutton and others said. 

Instead, they’ see this 
pandemic as their chance to help their 
neighbors and teach the larger 
community about ways they can 
prepare for the next time. 

“A prepper is like a boy scout,” 
said Dan Brown, owner of This Old 
Prepper supply shop in Richmond, 
Kentucky, about 30 miles south of 
Lexington. “They keep to themselves, 
help others when they can, receive help 
if they need it, share and teach skills to 
each other. 

"Kind of like the Amish.” 


He sells things like water 
filters, fire-starters and surgical gut 
suture. He doesn’t keep much in stock. 

An estimated 3.7 million 
Americans are either preppers or 
survivalists, according to a 2013 article 
from 24/7 Wall St. 

“Right now, in this 
environment, everyone’s a_prepper,” 
said Paul Fulton, president of The 
Ready Store in Lehi, Utah, which sells 
everything from freeze-dried foods to 
water storage and emergency gear. 
“ve never seen anything like this.” 

Demand for canned meals or 
buckets of freeze-dried, dehydrated 
food has increased by 2,000% since 
January, Fulton estimated. 

The company has met some 
delays in getting food from processing 
plants, but there have been no 
shortages yet. 

Fulton said, “Get ready before 
the disaster happens. Fix your roof while 
the sun’s shining.” 

The virus has put = an 
uncomfortable spotlight on the prepping 
community. 

Preppers, by and large, are 
somewhat leery of attention, in part 
because of how they’ve been portrayed 
as fringe members of society in shows 
like “Doomsday Preppers” on the 
National Geographic Channel. 

They don’t exactly want to 
advertise that they are flush with 
supplies in the middle of a national 
emergency. 

Most in the Kentucky group 
have a similar origin story, Sutton said. 
They grew up in the country, learned out 
of necessity how to hunt and fish, to 
grow and can food, to feed their families 
if and when work dried up. 

“We are normal people,” he 
said. “Nothing separates us from 


anyone else, with the exception of we 
can look ahead.” 

The prepper group started 
monitoring COVID-19 news out of China 
in late December. 

“It may or may not affect me 
adversely,” Sutton remembered 
thinking. “But at the same time, | have a 
mom and dad and grandparents. | have 
to worry about them.” 

He and his fellow preppers 
have reached out to family, friends and 
neighbors to see if they need help or 
supplies. From a 50-count box of N95 
masks he owned, he said he has four 
left — the rest went to elderly neighbors 
or friends who are first responders or 
who work in nursing homes. 

“Prepping,” he said, "isn’t 
about being selfish.-- Louisville Courier 
Journal, March 29, 2020 


8 items preppers recommend 
to get you through the 


coronavirus crisis 
By Josh Centers 

Before the coronavirus 
outbreak hit the U.S., you probably 
imagined a prepper as a middle-aged 
white guy who fantasized about nuclear 
warfare in order to justify his gun 
collection to his wife. 

Now... your perception has 
probably changed a bit. For years, 
people laughed at me for being a 
“prepper,” and now those same people 
are asking me for advice. Don’t worry, 
I’m not going to say “I told you so.” 

Granted, there have yet to be 
any major utility outages, so solar 
panels, fire starters, and water filtration 
kits likely won’t be much help, though 
they're nice to have. 

But with many states asking 
people to stay home as much as 
possible, it helps to have some 
essentials © on-hand—beyond _ toilet 





paper and hand sanitizer. Here are eight 
things that any rational prepper would 
recommend right now to help get you 
through this crisis. 

1. Batteries. A good prepper always 
has batteries on hand. Think flashlights, 
weapon sights, radios, kids' toys, 
remote controls. | recommend the 
Duracell Procell and _ rechargeable 
batteries like the Panasonic Eneloop. 

2. Multitools. For over 20 years, a 
Leatherman Wave has been a constant 
companion. Infrequent uses include 
everything from skinning squirrels to 
opening cans. 

3. Knife sharpeners. You probably 
don’t know how to sharpen a knife. 
Frankly, | really don’t either. But the 
Work Sharp field sharpener can help 
you fake it. This small gadget costs less 
than $25 and is absolutely amazing. It 
can even sharpen fishing hooks. 

4. Nitrile Gloves. Nitrile is stronger than 
latex and doesn’t carry the same allergy 
risks. They’re handy for all sorts of 
things: cleaning, changing messy 
diapers, working on greasy dirty cars, 
and dealing with dead animals. But right 
now | like to put them on whenever | 
have to go into a store. When you take 
them off, be careful how you take them 
off so you don’t contaminate your hands. 
5. Emergency Food. Emergency food 
kits can sit on a shelf for literally 
decades. They’re often sold in a bucket 
with a lid or in large cans. For those that 
have dry foods like beans or rice, you 
can purchase 5-gallon mylar bags that 
can be filled with your food and then 
sealed shut with clothes iron or hair 
curler. You then place the sealed bag in 
a 5-gallon bucket. 

6. Duct Tape. What can’t duct tape do? 
In a pinch it can be used to patch holes 
in clothing, work as emergency cordage, 
be used to start a fire, and you can even 
make a wallet out of it. Just don’t apply 
it to anything wet—it won’t stick. I’ve 
always found 3M duct tape to be the 
most consistent. It’s worth the extra 
cost. 

7. A positive mental attitude. The best 
thing you can own during this time is a 
positive mental attitude. It’s been 
extensively documented that the best 
chance of surviving a bad situation is a 
positive mental attitude. Survival 
instructor Cody Lundin in his book, 98.6 
Degrees: The Art of Keeping Your Ass 
Alive describes this as a “party-on” 
attitude. Out of batteries? Party on. 
Can’t buy bread? Let’s eat something 
else, party on. Your best bet is to stay 
optimistic, accentuate the positive, and 
count your blessings. 

8. An at-home garden. Even having a 
backyard can offer opportunities, like 
starting a garden or raising chickens. 


Many preppers even had remote “bug 
out” locations in rural areas perfect for 
social isolation. David the Good’s “Grow 
or Die: The Good Guide to Survival 
Gardening,” outlines the best crops to 
plant for survival, how to fertilize with 
your own urine, and even how to grow 
your own tobacco. His YouTube 
channel is a wealth of information. 
-- USAToday March 20, 2020 


NRA ask CA to declare gun 
shops ‘essential businesses’ 
amid shutdown 

March 28 (UPI) -- The National 
Rifle Association and other gun owner 
groups are suing California to have gun 
stores declared essential businesses 
amid the state's stay-at-home order. 

The lawsuit, filed in Friday in 
the U.S. District Court for the Central 
District of California, named Gov. Gavin 
Newsom along with L.A. County sheriff 
Alex Villanueva, and state and L.A. 
county public health officers. 

Newsom has left the question 
of whether firearms are essential 
businesses to individual counties, but on 
Thursday Villanueva issued a statement 
saying gun stores were not essential 
businesses and must close to the public. 

"There are hundreds __ of 
businesses which, through no fault of 
their own, do not fall under the 
governor's definition of critical 
infrastructure," Villanueva said this 
week. "As a result, | have instructed my 
deputies to enforce closures of 
businesses which have disregarded the 
governor's order (gun stores, strip clubs, 
and other non-designated businesses).” 

Under Newsom's order, 
grocery stores, gas stations, 
pharmacies and other businesses can 
remain open. 

"The circumstances posed by 
the Novel Coronavirus ("COVID-19") 
outbreak are noteworthy, but do not 
excuse unlawful government 
infringements upon freedom," said the 
lawsuit, which was jointly brought by 
Gun World, the Second Amendment 
Foundation, the California Gun Rights 
Association and the Firearms Policy 
Coalition as well as two individuals. "In 
fact, the importance of maintaining the 
ongoing activities of — essential 
businesses for the safety, health, and 
welfare of Californians makes Plaintiffs’ 
point: the need for enhanced safety 
during uncertain times is precisely when 
Plaintiffs and their members must be 
able to exercise their fundamental rights 
to keep and bear arms." — 3/28/2020 


Government using mobile ad 
location to study coronavirus 


spread 

US government officials are 
using cellphone location data from the 
mobile ad industry —not data from the 
carriers themselves— _ to __ track 
Americans’ movements during the 
coronavirus outbreak, the Wail Street 
Journal reports. 

The goal is to create a 
government portal with geolocation 
information from some 500 cities across 
the country, to help ascertain how well 
people are complying with stay-at-home 
orders. Reportedly researchers 
discovered large numbers of people 
were gathering in a New York City park, 
and notified local authorities. 

The use of even 
anonymized data raises myriad privacy 
concerns. Cell phone carriers in the US 
told the WSJ that have not been asked 
by the government to provide location 
data. But the Washington Post reported 
on March 17th that the federal 
government was in “active talks” with 
Facebook, Google, and other tech 
companies, to figure out how to use 
location data from phones. -- 
theverge.com/2020/03/29 


The Best Coronavirus Face 


Mask Materials 

Smart Air, a certified B-Corp 
that promotes cost-effective, data- 
backed air filters as a solution to indoor 
particulate air pollution, has tested over 
30 different materials — including bra 
pads, coffee filters, pillow cases, 
electrostatic cloths, cotton T-shirts, 
wool, bed sheets, polyester, bandanas 
— for their effectiveness in filtering 
coronavirus-sized microparticles, as 
well as their breathability. 

Both factors are vital, 
because while some materials may test 
high for filtration, they test low for 
breathability. 

Scarves tested among the 
least effective materials, while denim, 
canvas and paper towels were among 
the best, though paper towels are not 
washable or reusable. 

The materials were tested 
for their ability to filter large-sized (1 
micron, similar to the size of the Ebola 
virus) and small-sized (0.3 micron, 
smallpox virus) particles and_ for 
breathability. CCOVID-19 coronavirus 
particles measure 0.06-0.14 microns in 
size, but 5-10 microns when in droplets. 

While coffee filters are 
extremely _ effective at _ filtering 
microparticles, they score very poorly on 
the breathability scale, knocking them 





off the list of recommended DIY mask 
materials. 

The scarves tested — made 
of merino wool, cashmere and 
lightweight ramie (similar to linen) — all 
captured fewer than 10% of smallpox- 
sized particles. 

Based on a combination of 
breathability and filtration effectiveness, 
the study recommended denim, bed 
sheets (80-120 thread count), paper 
towels, canvas (0.4-0.5mm thick) and 
shop towels for homemade masks. 

The 0.4-0.5mm thick canvas 
material ranked as being easier to 
breathe through than a surgical mask, 
while _ still performing fairly well at 
filtering particles. But if thick fabrics 
aren't available, 100% cotton T-shirts, 
layered up, are also still effective options 
for homemade masks. 

In general, natural materials 
are a better than synthetic ones. 
Because synthetic fibers (like polyester) 
tend to be smooth, they don’t filter out 
particles as well as the rougher texture 
of natural fibers (like 100% cotton). 

Many DIY face masks 
incorporate at least two layers of fabric, 
and sometimes up to 16 or even 32 
layers if you’re making multiple folds. 

Testing was done on one 
and two layers. Smart Air CEO Paddy 
Robertson told HuffPost, “Doubling the 
layers increased 0.3 micron efficiency 
from 2% to 15%, whilst also reducing 
breathability. It’s difficult to give an exact 
‘formula’ for each material on how 
doubling layers increases effectiveness, 
as air resistance plays a major part.” 

For 0.3-micron particles, the 
N95 mask, HEPA filter and surgical 
mask performed best, all capturing over 
75% of small particles. But in terms of 
household materials, the best blockers 
were Hero-brand coffee filters. Only four 
other materials tested filtered more than 
48% of small particles: the 40D nylon, 
Chemex coffee filter, kitchen towel and 
canvas. 

The bandana, neck-warmer, 
scarves, cleaning cloths and 100% 
cotton T-shirt (one layer) all captured 
less than 10% of small particles. 

Whichever material you 
choose to make your mask from, and no 
matter how you choose to make it — 
sewing, no-sew, folding — it’s not a 
guaranteed protector against COVID- 
19. 

Masks do not replace social 
distancing. While DIY face masks may 
be useful in places like grocery stores 
and pharmacies where you cannot 
always stay six feet away from people, 
masks should not be used as a 
replacement for social distancing. 


By covering your face in public, 
you are helping others to stay safe from 
anything you may be carrying. It’s more 
about their protection than your own. 

-- www.huffpost.com 4/21/2020 


Make your own hand sanitizer! 
Be self-reliant! Don’t wait for the 
government! 

By Dan Fishman 

Ingredients: 

1/3 cup of Aloe Vera Gel 

2/3 cup of rubbing alcohol (at 
least 91%). 

If you can’t find rubbing alcohol 
you can use Everclear of 185 proof or 
higher. 

10 drops of one of the following 
(or mix and match) essential oils: Tea 
Tree, Lavender, Rosemary, Lemon 

Combine in bowl and whisk 
well! 

If you find this and other non- 
governmental solutions _ practical, 
consider joining the Libertarian Party! 

The Libertarian Party is made 
up of many thousands of Americans of 
all backgrounds. We receive no 
government funding or corporate 
funding. We are funded entirely by 
Americans who want to help give liberty 
a voice. By joining the Libertarian Party 
as a dues-paying member, you are 
investing in this critical work. 

-- The Hippocratic Oath of 
Government, info@lp.org 3/16/2020 


Update: Handgun or Pistol 
Against Bear Attack: 93 


cases, 97% Effective 

By Dean Weingarten 

In January, 2018, | published 
some original research on the efficacy of 
handguns in stopping bear attacks. 

In the original article, there 
were 37 instances of bear attacks where 
people attempted to defend themselves 
or others from a bear or bears, with a 
handgun. Of the 37 attacks, there was 
only one failure, giving a success rate of 
97%. 

The criteria for inclusion in this 
study is a pistol had to be fired to defend 
against a bear or bears. If a handgun 
was not fired, the incident was not 
included. If the use of the handgun 
stopped the attack, it was a success 
whether the bear was __ killed 
immediately, or left the scene. 

All methods of defense against 
bears have similar problems of access. 
A failure to use a handgun or bear spray 
kept in a pack, or a rifle slung over the 
shoulder without a round in_ the 
chamber, should not be counted as a 
failure of the method to defend against 
bears. It is not a fault of the method if the 


user did not have the item available for 
use, or if the attack was too quick to 
allow use. 

As of March 2020, my 
colleagues and | have found a total of 93 
cases, with three failures, for a success 
rate of 97%. 

In addition to the handgun 
defenses, there are eight instances 
where handguns were used _ in 
combination with long guns; one where 
a pistol was used on an aggressive bear 
hit by a vehicle, two examples where 
pistols were present but not used, one 
indeterminate case, and two 
unconfirmed incidents. These incidents 
are referenced but are not included in 
the 93 cases or the 97% success rate. 

The handgun calibers, when 
known, range from .22 rimfire to .460 
Smith & Wesson Magnum. The most 
common are .44 magnums with 28 
cases, all successful. There were 2 
combinations of .44 magnum and .357 
magnum cases. Six of the combination 
handgun and long gun cases involved 
.44 magnum revolvers. 

For this update, we found 
another .22 rimfire case, two additional 
9mm cases, another .38 special case, 
three additional .357 magnum cases, 
another 10mm case, five additional .44 
magnum cases (included in the 28 total 
.44 magnum number), another .45 ACP 
case, another .454 Casull case, four 
more cases where the caliber was 
unknown, and one more case where 
both .357 and .44 magnum revolvers 
were used. All 93 cases are referenced 
below, as well as the combination cases 
and examples of incidents that were not 
included, in the interest of transparency 
and completeness. 

We found six cases involving a 
.22 rimfire pistol. Five were successful, 
against black bears. One failed against 
a polar bear.... -- Ammoland Inc. 
March, 2020 


Here Are the Guns We Are 
Willing to Give Up During the 
Coronavirus National 


Emergency 

By Jennifer Sensiba 

Emergencies like the 
coronavirus outbreak tend to change the 
way we think. In the face of a global 
pandemic, we _ libertarians and 
conservatives are thinking about the 
collective good over our individual 
situations. 

As a result, we're now 
tolerating more government control over 
our lives, even entertaining the idea of 
not crying "socialism!" over sending 
everyone thousands of printing press 
money. 





So, in this spirit of cooperation, 
it's time for all of us to come together 
and compromise in order to get through 
these trying times. 

In hopes of reducing the 
number of deadly civilian-owned guns 
on America’s streets and in our homes, 
I’ve compiled a list of all the firearms we 
are now willing to give up for the 
collective good. 

The AR-14 Weapon of War 

Any firearms expert will tell you 
that the AR-14 is an extremely unusual 
gun, one that could easily be deadly if 
you manage to get your hands on one. 
There’s really no debating on this point. 
The AR-14 is too unusual to really apply 
the same “common use” rules you'd 
apply to other guns. 

| pledge to turn in or destroy all 
of mine. 

The Virtually Invisible Glock-7 

Yes, it costs more than an 
airport security chief makes in a month! 
It's a porcelain gun so darn dangerous 
is that it doesn’t show up on metal 
detectors or X-ray scanners. 

Don't believe me? The highly 
accurate film Die Hard 2 shows the bad 
guys sneak them into all sorts of places 
where guns don't belong. 

If | owned one, I'd give it up. 
Ask any gun owner, and I’m sure they’d 
be willing to give theirs up, too. 

The Shockingly Powerful Noisy Cricket 

This weapon is _ highly 
destructive and shockingly powerful, but 
not very controllable. It’s around the size 
of a “pocket pistol” concealed carry gun, 
but it’s capable of blowing large holes in 
buildings and vehicles. Unfortunately, it 
has so much recoil that it can toss 
federal agents back dozens of feet. 

Nobody needs a weapon like 
this. The only thing it’s really good for is 
playing a dangerous prank on anyone 
you can convince to fire it. 

The Obscure But Dangerous EM-33 
Pistol 

This is a very obscure gun, 
mostly because it’s still in development 
and might not be in common use for a 
long time. From what I’ve read, it fires 
plasma instead of bullets, meaning it 
would be the equivalent of having a 
magazine with hundreds of clips! 

Worse, one must compensate 
for “particle drift,” making an EM-33 
possibly very dangerous and 
uncontrollable without the proper 
special training. 

The Popular But Problematic DL-44 
Heavy Blaster 

In historical use by smugglers 
and other anti-government extremists a 
long time ago, the DL-44 looks like any 
old broom handle Mauser, but is 
capable of penetrating soldiers’ body 


armor. During the time this was in use, it 
became illegal. One particular ne’er-do- 
well used his in part of a successful plot 
to destroy a key government facility. 

The government really should 
take all of these they can find out of 
civilian hands. 

| know that, in this spirit of 
cooperation, every firearm owner in the 
country is prepared to go through their 
gun safes and dig out any of the listed 
guns they may own. We_ would 
appreciate it if local authorities would tell 
us where to turn them in for either 
destruction or military/police use. 

You cooperation in this effort 
will be appreciated. 

Comments. Gonzo308 says: 
April 1, 2020 at 13:11 April Fools |! LOL 

WadeJ says: April 1, 2020 at 
11:29 Honorable mention to the Amban 
sniper rifle, the preferred weapon of 
bounty hunters. 

This rifle was capable of 
vaporizing, electrocuting, and shooting 
enemies. The weapon utilized large 
quantities of blaster gas, such as 
Tibanna gas, many times more than a 
standard blaster. The energy beam fired 
by the rifle was generated in almost the 
same manner as the particle beam fired 
by a blaster, though the beam used 
much more blaster gas that would 
disintegrate a target on _ contact, 
cementing its reputation as a firearm to 
be feared. The front of the rifle was 
double-pronged, essentially acting as a 
taser if necessary, delivering a strong 
shock to opponents. 

Joseph Quixote says: April 1, 
2020 at 11:36 Can’t have my M41A 
pulse rifle. 

The Crimson Pirate says: April 
1, 2020 at 11:41 I’m keeping my phased 
plasma rifle in a 40 watt range, too. 

-- thetruthaboutguns.com April 1, 2020 


3d person held in France 


knife attack 
A third person has_ been 


detained in an anti-terrorism 
investigation in France over a knife 
attack that left two people dead. 

All three of the suspects are 
Sudanese, the French anti-terror 
prosecutor's office said. 

On Saturday, a man attacked 
residents with a knife in the small town 
of Romans-sur-lsere, injuring several 
people in addition to the two fatalities. 

France’s counter-terrorism 
prosecutor's office said the assailant 
was arrested minutes after as he was 
kneeling on the sidewalk praying in 
Arabic. 

During a subsequent search of 
his home, authorities found handwritten 


documents that included arguments 
about religion and a complaint about 
living in a “country of unbelievers." 

The prosecutor's office didn't 
confirm reports that the man shouted 
Allahu akbar, the Arabic phrase for God 
is great, as he stabbed and slashed 
people. -- abcnews.go.com April 5, 2020 

Ed.: They just can’t say Islam 
or Muslim. 


4 arrested for alleged ISIS 
plans to attack U.S. bases in 


Germany 

Berlin — German authorities 
say police have arrested four suspected 
members of the Islamic State of lraq and 
Syria (ISIS) who were planning an 
attack on American military facilities. 
The suspects were arrested by tactical 
police units early Wednesday at various 
locations in the western state of North 
Rhine-Westphalia. 

They identified the men as 
Azizjon iB. Muhammadali G., 
Farhodshoh K. and Sunatullokh K. - all 
citizens of Tajikistan. The suspects’ 
surnames weren't released for privacy 
reasons. 

The men's alleged leader, a 
30-year-old Tajik man identified only as 
Ravsan B., has been in jail since March 
2019 on unspecified charges. 

Prosecutors said the men 
joined ISIS in January 2019 and were 
instructed to form a cell in Germany. 
They reportedly first planned to carry out 
an attack in Tajikistan but later shifted 
their target to Germany, including U.S. 
Air Force bases in the country and a 
person they deemed critical of Islam. 

Throughout, they are alleged 
to have been in contact with two high- 
ranking ISIS figures in Syria and 
Afghanistan. 

Prosecutors said the group 
had already obtained firearms and 
ammunition to carry out their attacks, 
while Ravsan B. had ordered materials 
to build an explosive device. 

In order to pay for their plans, 
Ravsan B. allegedly accepted a $40,000 
contract to assassinate someone in 
Albania, but the contract slaying failed. 

-- www.cbsnews.com April 15, 2020 


White Supremist Terror: 
Modernizing Our Approach to 


Today’s Threat 
By George Washington 
University and the Anti-defamation 
League 
“Basically, they’re domestic 
terrorists. That's why we’re here,” stated 
a Georgia Assistant DA on February 14, 
2020. The prosecutor was attempting to 





explain to a judge why two members of 
The Base, a violent white supremacist 
group, should not be let out on bond. 

In the last two months alone, 
more than a dozen Americans were 
arrested as part of wide-ranging 
investigations into a growing domestic 
terrorism threat stemming from 
individuals and groups that have a 
number of international ties. 

This policy paper focuses on 
the recent arrests of extremists of the 
domestic networks: The Base and 
Atomwaffen Division. 

While there is a lack of 
accurate, reliable government data on 
this issue, policymakers have long 
benefited from the work done by groups 
like ADL (Anti-Defamation League).For 
example, ADL’s annual Murder and 
Extremism report counted a total of 42 
domestic extremism-related deaths in 
17 separate incidents in 2019. 

Even as. the COVID-19 
pandemic continues, white 
supremacists have continued their on- 
the-ground activity, including posting 
offensive propaganda fliers. In one 
case, however, a white supremacist, 
Timothy Wilson, of Raymore, Missouri, 
was shot and killed by the FBI as he 
accelerated a plot to bomb a hospital 
treating coronavirus patients. 

The Base is a_ militant, 
accelerationist, neo-Nazi organization 
operating in the United States that 
emerged in 2018. The group is believed 
to have been founded by Rinaldo 
Nazzaro, an American citizen who is 
reportedly based in Russia. The group 
appears to be organized into regional 
cells in order to maintain operational 
security, with each cell having autonomy 
regarding their actions. 

Two sets of arrests in January 
2020—of homegrown, networked terror 
cells—in Maryland, Georgia, Wisconsin, 
and Michigan presents valuable case 
studies that demonstrate both the 
resilient and growing danger of white 
supremacist extremism. Court 
documents indicate that William Garfield 
Bilbrough IV focused his efforts on plans 
to travel abroad to fight with nationalists 
in Ukraine, a trend that is becoming 
more and more common for individuals 
in both The Base and Atomwaffen. 

Over the course of 
approximately two months, law 
enforcement agents utilized several 
investigative techniques, including a 
“sneak-and-peek warrant” and a court- 
authorized closed-circuit television 
camera and microphone in_ the 
Delaware apartment where _ Brian 
Lemley and Patrik Mathews - a 
Canadian who entered the country 


illegally - lived until their arrest on 
January 16, 2020. 

During this period, the group is 
alleged to have made references to, 
“committing targeted acts of violence,” 
including derailing trains and sabotaging 
power lines. The three members 
allegedly undertook numerous overt 
acts to prepare for their planned act of 
targeted violence, including constructing 
an assault rifle and ordering 1,500 
rounds of ammunition. 

On January 17, 2020, barely 
24 hours after the arrest of the Maryland 
Cell of The Base, three members of the 
group’s Georgia Cell were arrested in 
the midst of allegedly planning to murder 
a married couple, “whom they identified 
as having high-profile roles in the far-left 
group Antifa.” 

An undercover federal agent 
infiltrated the Georgia Cell following an 
online vetting interview in July 2019. 
Upon the agent’s successful completion 
of the interview, he was welcomed into 
the group as a member. 

The final set of recent arrests 
related to The Base stem from two 
incidents of synagogue vandalism in 
Michigan and Wisconsin. 

Federal law — enforcement 
arrested Yousef Barasneh on January 
17, 2020, for allegedly conspiring to 
violate citizens’ rights in violation of 18 
U.S.C. § 241. 

Barasneh is alleged to have 
been acting at the direction of Richard 
Tobin, an 18-year-old resident of New 
Jersey. Tobin was later arrested for 
directing Barasneh, as well as another 
synagogue vandal in Michigan, in 
furtherance of what he dubbed 
“Operation Kristallnacht,” an homage to 
a pogrom carried out against Jewish 
residents of Nazi Germany 

Another group with significant 
transnational ties, Atomwaffen Division, 
remains a potent domestic threat. 

Atomwaffen Division (AWD) is 
a neo-Nazi group based in the United 
States that went public in 2015. As the 
criminal complaint against one of its 
members notes, “AWD membership 
consists of mostly white males between 
the ages of approximately 16 to 30 years 
of age who all believe in the superiority 
of the white race.” The group is reported 
to have a significant presence in 
Canada, the United Kingdom, Germany, 
and potentially the Baltic States. 

While recent law enforcement 
actions against Atomwaffen Division 
have likely prevented acts of targeted 
violence, at least five murders since 
2017 have implicated members of the 
group. In May 2017, two Atomwaffen 
members in Florida were allegedly killed 
by one of their roommates, a fellow 


Atomwaffen member who had recently 
renounced his affiliation with the group 
and converted to Islam.... 

John Cameron Denton, 
described by the Department of Justice 
as a, “[flormer Atomwaffen Division 
leader’, was charged with conspiring 
with four others to commit an offense 
against the United States, specifically 
interstate threats to injure. 

These threats to injure were a 
series of “swatting” calls, in which false 
reports of an emergency, typically a 
violent crime or hostage situation, 
trigger a law enforcement response to 
an unwitting individual's address. 

As with the government 
investigation into The Base, law 
enforcement introduced an undercover 
agent to Denton, who, “unknowingly had 
a meeting with an undercover FBI 
special agent in his home.”... 

In October, 2019, it was 
reported Kaleb Cole—one of the current 
leaders of Atomwaffen Division—upon 
his return from a trip to Eastern Europe, 
had been the subject of an Extreme Risk 
Protection Order, that traditionally, 
“allow[s] families or law enforcement to 
petition a judge to remove guns from 
someone believed to present a danger 
to themselves or others.” According to 
the Order, “Cole was traveling to 
Ukraine and other areas of Eastern 
Europe...posing in photos with the 
Atomwaffen Division flag.” The Order 
also noted that Cole held several “hate 
camps” in which he, “participated in 
firearms training and_ recruitment 
efforts,” in Washington. The petition for 
the Order expressed concern that Cole 
went, “from espousing hate to now 
taking active steps or preparation for an 
impending ‘race war.” 

Supporters of giving law 
enforcement additional tools believe the 
recent arrests show how diligent and 
even creative law enforcement must be 
in considering the tools and _ legal 
authorities that can be used to disrupt 
these networks and individual plotters. 
Years of inaction and what some deem 
a lack of adequate tools, together with 
an apparent underestimation of the 
threat posed by these groups has 
allowed them to flourish.-- The Program 
on Extremism, GWU and ADL April 
2020 


The Rich Really Are Different. 
They Can Shelter in Nicer 


Places 
The coronavirus, we = are 
sometimes told, is a great equalizer, 
preying on both the elite and the 
ordinary, the well-heeled and _ the 
downtrodden. 





"It doesn't care about how rich 
you are, how famous you are," Madonna 
assures us in her latest video, sitting 
naked in bathwater laced with rose 
petals. 

Hollywood billionaire David 
Geffen told his Instagram followers that 
he was hanging out in the Caribbean to 
escape the virus. He hoped everyone 
was keeping safe, he wrote. 

For good measure, he included 
a picture of his 454-foot super-luxurious 
yacht, the Rising Sun, apparently shot 
from a drone. 

TV star Ellen DeGeneres told a 
joke comparing life under quarantine to 
being in jail. The problem? She was 
telling it from inside a plush, well- 
appointed mansion — one of several 
she owns. 

Working-class people, by 
contrast, depend on public 
transportation, where they're at greater 
risk of contracting the virus. And they're 
more likely to have service jobs that 
need to be done in person. 

At a time when the ability to 
separate yourself from the crowd is 
literally a life-and-death issue, it's 
probably not a good moment to show off 
your yacht. -- NPR April 15, 2020 


Dealing with the dead: the 
female undertakers of Harlem 

There are 48 bodies in the 
basement of the funeral home _ in 
Harlem. Forty are in cardboard boxes, 
ready for cremation. The other eight are 
in the refrigerator, to be embalmed and 
buried. It will be weeks or months before 
they get either. 

On the front lines of the 
coronavirus pandemic, nurses and 
doctors are caring for the living. But 
there is another front line of those caring 
for the dead. They fear they can also get 
infected and die. 

New York, the most-populous 
city in the United States, has just four 
crematories. 

Death in a pandemic isn’t 
pretty. The refrigerated trailers outside 
of the hospitals don’t have enough 
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shelving and bodies are sometimes 
stacked on top of each other and on the 
floor. Some trailers don’t have lights. 

Hospitals, which used to store 
bodies for 14 days now sometimes will 
only keep them for six. 

“You have 20 other funeral 
directors ahead of you that have to get 
bodies out,” says Nicole Warring, 
funeral director at International Funeral 
and Cremation Services in Harlem. 

“You see tons of body bags 
and tons of people and they’re labeled 
COVID-19, COVID-19, COVID-19. It’s 
like a horror show.” 

The phones in the funeral 
parlor ring constantly, punctuated by 
ambulance sirens. Suppliers say they 
are running out of caskets and urns. 

Most COVID-19 victims die 
alone, and when they die, their families 
are told to quarantine. The women 
funeral employees try to find ways for 
them to say goodbye. 

Jenny Adames gives families 
her mobile number. They text her late 
into the night. 

For those who are cremated, 
Lily Sage Weinrieb offers to let the 
families pour the ashes into the urn and 
say a few words. 

The funeral home in Harlem is 
one of the few allowing viewings for 
COVID-19 victims. Because of the 
pandemic, only 10 people can gather at 
a time; most families are bigger so the 
women offer four-hour viewings, 10 
people per hour. Families have to bring 
their own gloves and masks. 

Jenny says the women have to 
watch each other right now. The 
message, is “limit your compassion 
please, because we gotta move onto the 
next one. There’s no time to stop.” 

-- Reuters April 21, 2020 


Self-defense 

That which someone does for 
the safety of his body let it be regarded 
as having been done legally. -- 
Justinian, Corpus Juris Civilis 

‘[S]elf-defense” is not a 
contingent idea that is limited to a 
particular moment, but “is a part of the 


law of nature” and so cannot be “denied 
the community, even against the king 
himself.” — John Locke, Two Treatises of 
Government 

A Covenant not to defend 
myself from force, by force, is always 
void. For... no man can transfer, or lay 
down his right to save himself from 
Death. -- Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan 95 

"Citizens may resist unlawful 
arrest to the point of taking an arresting 
Officer's life if necessary." Plummer v. 
State, 136 Ind. 306. This premise was 
upheld in John Bad Elk v. U.S., 177 U.S. 
529 (1900): "Where the officer is killed in 
the course of the disorder which 
naturally accompanies an attempted 
arrest that is resisted, the law looks with 
very different eyes upon the transaction, 
when the officer had the right to make 
the arrest, from what it does if the officer 
had no right. What may be murder in the 
first case might be nothing more than 
manslaughter in the other, or the facts 
might show that no offense had been 
committed." 

"When a person, being without 
fault, is in a place where he has a right 
to be, is violently assaulted, he may, 
without retreating, repel by force, and if, 
in the reasonable exercise of his right of 
self defense, his assailant is killed, he is 
justifiable." Runyan v. State, 57 Ind. 80 
(1877) 

In 1856, the U. S. Supreme 
Court ruled that local law enforcement 
had no duty to protect individuals but 
only a general duty to enforce the laws. 
South vs. Maryland, 59 US (HOW) 396, 
15 L. Ed. 433 (1856). 

"There is no constitutional right 
to be protected by the state against 
being murdered by criminals or 
madmen. It is monstrous if the state fails 
to protect its residents against such 
predators but it does not violate the due 
process clause of the Fourteenth 
Amendment, or, we suppose, any other 
.." Bowers vs. Devito, U. S. Court of 
Appeals, 7th Circuit 686 F. 2d 616 
(1982) 
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